
Dantini the Magnificent 
 

By Russ Sears 
 

His name was Vincent Cierkes, son of Polish immigrants Julian Cierkes and Rozalia Olsiewski 
Cierkes.  In the world of magic and entertainment, he was Dantini, a name he made up from a 
combination of the names of his heroes, Dante and Houdini.  Sometimes, he was referred to as 
Dantini the Magnificent. 
 
Dantini was born in Fells Point on March 28, 1900, and lived many of his years in the Fells Point 
area.  From the time when he was 9 years old and saw his first magic show, he was hooked on 
magic.  At age 15, he traveled to Pittsburgh as he took his magic on the road. 
 
He traveled around, performing on Coney Island as Doctor Zangar Jr.  One day when visiting a 
New York magic shop on 42nd Street, he met the great Houdini.  He was friendly enough with 
Houdini that Houdini loaned him several dollars (which were never repaid).  The rest of his life, 
Dantini promoted himself as a person who knew Houdini.  
 
Dantini played in various venues including vaudeville, theaters, night clubs, bookstube, strip 
joint (between strippers) and films.  His last film, Dantini's Star Spangled Banner City:  Our 
Baltimore was in 1978.  It was a 27minute color 16mm film which premiered at the Baltimore 
Civil Center, Baltimore and Howard Streets.  With a seating capacity of over 13000, only 60 
people, including Blaze Starr, councilman Mimi DiPietro and Mayor William Donald Schaefer, 
attended the event.  Unfortunately, he lost his $5,000 savings at this event. 
 
It was said that Vincent Cierkes did not have a social security number and never paid income 
taxes. In searching the records of the Social Security Administration, we found a number in his 
name.   He owned his own home at 312 South Wolfe Street, between Gough and Bank Streets, 
as recorded in Real Estate Tax Assessments Baltimore 1969.  The three story house, about 14 by 
40 feet, was on a lot 14 by 93 feet. 
 
On March 1979, he fell ill as he was performing his 11 minute show at the Peabody Bookshop 
and Beerstube, 913 North Charles Street where he was the house magician.  He died on March 
14 and was buried in the Holy Rosary Cemetery after viewing at the Lilly and Zeiler Funeral 
Home, 1901 Eastern Avenue, just a couple blocks east of Broadway. 
 
The only listings of Dantini tokens we have found were in Magicians' Tokens and Related Items, 
An Illustrated check-list by F. William Kuethe, Jr. (a former Md. TAMS member), issued as TAMS 
Journal, Volume 18, Number 5, October 1978 (Part Two).  All tokens are 32mm, aluminum.  
Listings are: 



      
MT090.000 

 
MT090.000  1951  OBV: DANTINI/HIGH PRIEST OF MYSTERY (around edge)  GOD/ IS /LOVE   
REV: GOOD LUCK 

       
MT091.000 

 
MT091.000  1960  OBV:DANTINI/MASTER OF MYSTERY (around edge)   GOD/ IS/ LOVE  REV: 
GOOD LUCK (horseshoe) 

     
MT092.000 

 
MT092.000 1966 OBV: WORLD PREMIERE /MOTION PICTURE (around edge)  DANTINI/ 
STARRING IN/THE/GREAT/VARIETY  REV: MONUMENTAL/CITY/BALTIMORE/MARYLAND/GOOD 
LUCK 

      
MT093.000 

MT093.000 1969 OBV: WORLD PREMIERE/DANTINI/THE MAGNIFICENT/MOTION PICTURE/ 
GOOD LUCK/1969  REV: PEBODY BOOK SHOP/AND/BEER STUBE/913 N. CHARLES 
ST./BALTIMORE, MD. 



     
MT094.000 

MT094.000 1970 OBV: DANTINI/STARRING IN/MY/BALTIMORE/MOTION PICTURE/1970/GOOD 
LUCK   REV:PEABODY BOOK SHOP/AND /BEER STUBE/ 913 N. CHARLES ST./BALTIMORE, MD. 

 

     
MT095.000 

MT095.000 1971 OBV:DANTINI/PRODUCER/KNEW/HOUDINI/(1922-1926)/NEW YORK/CITY  
REV: CONTRIBUTOR/MY/BALTIMORE/DOCUMENTARY/FILM/1971/GOOD LUCK 

 

     
MT096.000 

MT096.000 1972  OBV: DANTINI/PRODUCER/KNEW/HOUDINI/GOOD LUCK/1972  REV: 
MECHANIC/-THEATER-/WORLD/PREMIERE/OUR/BALTIMORE/-FILM- 

 

     
 

MT097.000 
MT097.000 1973 OBV: DANTINI/PRODUCER/-KNEW-/HOUDINI/GOOD LUCK  REV: 
1973/WORLD/PREMIERE/-OUR-/BALTIMORE/DOCUMENTARY/FILM 



 
MT098.000 1974 OBV: OUR/BALTIMORE/DOCUMENTARY/FILM/DANTINI/PRODUCER/GOOD 
LUCK  REV: 1974/William Donald/Schaefer/-MAYOR-/BALTIMORE/-CITY-/MARYLAND 
 

   
MT098.010 

 
MT098.010 1976  OBV:  OUR/BALTIMORE/DOCUMENTARY/FILM/DANTINI/PRODUCER  REV: 
976/BICENTENNIAL/CELEBRATION/WILLIAM DONALD/SCHAEFER/-MAYOR-/BALTIMORE/CITY 
 

   
MT098.020 

 
MT098.020 1978 OBV: OUR/BALTIMORE/DOCUMENTARY/FILM/DANTINI/PRODUCER/GOOD 
LUCK REV:  1978/WORLD/PREMIER/WILLIAM/DONALD/SCHAEFER/MAYOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Photos of Dantini performing his magic which includes his tokens. 

 
 
 

    
14X22 posters promoting Dantini performances and other features at the Broadway Theatre. 

 



    
14X22 posters promoting Dantini performances and spook shows at the  

Edgewood Theatre and the New Essex Theatre 
 

    
          14X22 poster promoting Mystery Show       Mayor William Donald Schaefer and 
                     at the Morgan Theatre.                        Dantin promoting Our Baltimore film. 
 
 



  
Promotions for Our Baltimore film 

 
 
 



   
Hand bills for Dantini appearances... Mystery and Spook Shows. 

 

 
Tribute plaque In Memory of The Great Dantini from The Employees of  
The Tugboat Restaurant in Fells Point    Home of Dantini.  Located in the middle  
section of two lanes of Broadway, just south of the Broadway Market. 
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